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About MWC

Our Mission

Milwaukee Water Commons Is a
crosscity network that fosters
connection, collaboration and
broad community leadership on
behalf of our waters.

We promote stewardship of,
equitable access to and shared
decisionmaking for our
common waters.
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Our Vision

Milwaukee i1s a model
water city where we all
have a stake and a say In
the health of our waters,
and we all share in their
care andbenefits.



How We Organize

Frameworks

1. Environmental Justice
2. Collective Impact

3. The Commons

Principles
1. Community Engagement
2. Jemez Principles




ater City 3.0

ater City Agendg a 10 Year,
ommunity Defined Vision of
IlIwaukee as a Model Water City

Initiatives
ABlue Green Jobs
AWater Quality
ADrinking Water

s & Cuiture
AEducation & Recreation
AGreen Infrastructure

BUILDING
A WATER CITY

1 BLUE GREEN JOBS
Goay
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Milwaukee has an overall unemployment
rate of 6.8% and an unemployment rate
for African Americans over twice the blue-
national average.
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Jreen Jjoby

Create an advisory council for growing local blue-green jobs.
Develop career pathways to blue-green jobs.

2 WATER QUALITY

Milwaukee has waterways that are rbihu[;:,
neither fishable or swimmable and
continues to have beach closures due
to poor water quality.
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Involve area businesses in raising funds and awareness
toward naturalizing rivers and greenways.

Planting more trees along our waterways.

3 DRINKING WATER

Many properties utilize lead pipes for hrl[ P
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water distribution, potentially tir; : th ¢
exposing the residents to significant Wage ‘{“ tap
health risks. T jor al

Education, testing, and filtration to ensure public safety.

Transparent process for funding and removal of lead pipes.

ARTS & CULTURE
Goat

Milwaukee, a city of festivals, does not Mily Qiksep p,
have a sustained and significant arts or Major
cultural focus on water.
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Increase funding, sponsorship and partners for We Are
Water celebration.

Create a visual brand and logo for Milwaukee as a
Water City.

@ EDUCATION & RECREATION

Many Milwaukeeans don't know how to g

swim and don't use the waterways for oal
recreation. Many Milwaukee Citizens
haven't been able to develop a
relationship with water

Develop water curriculum and
project-based learning for students.

Teach every child in Milwaukee how to swim.

b GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

There are no requirements for new
developments to integrate a

Gr
stormwater management plan. Due freen '/”/’&'uw !
to climate change, Milwaukee may dvancey ip, i
experience heavier rain events that - YUghoyt

cause flooding and sewer overflows.

Create a Green Infrastructure Service
Center (GISC).

Launch a "Green First” campaign making green
infrastructure the new norm.
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Water Quaiity & [ [ L
Drinking Water S <k

AAdvocating for swimmable

fishable, drinkable waters
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Milwaukee
Water Commons

ABranch Out Milwaukee

ACream City Classic pavveae

: Aug. 10, 2019
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CALLING ALL SWIMMERS! \==/

ADrinking Water

X = [O550)
| 75 Milwaukee 1.5 Mile Open Water ~ REGISTRATION gyzp
- LW Swim Race in the r P s
o ate I . 2 Let’s celebrate progress
WWW.milWauke O m m (@) N S Milwaukee River made towards clean, healthy
) eWatercom mo = Yes, the Mil kee River! waters, promote ongoing
. . — F\S.org | es, the.Milwaukee.River! stewardship & reclaim these
2 5 Help us promote: waters for all!
fl I t rat I O n s * Swimmable, Fishable Waters Register Today!
I Equal Access - Water Safety www.creamcityclassic.org
Swimming as a Life Skill
| Findouthowyoucongetinvoivedt stotamiwaukeematercommons.org - 4147656199
£} @mkewatercommons « 2027 W. Fond du Lac Ave, Milwaukee 53205
[l




What We Need: City & State Approach

AOne Water

A The way we see the water
A Drinking Water - S
A Storm Water 2z
A Sanitary Sewer A ‘

A Coordinating efforts & impacts

ARural & urban water quality
issues connect uswe askyou s o A e
to speak that way connect Us, s —aassian £ 0 gl

not divide us e

right "
A Shortterm c filters

A Longterm ¢ lead pipe
replacement in a generation

AClean drinking water is a humar



What We Neediom Ourlegislature

AMilwaukee needs to know that
we are a state priority

AOur government must be the
trustee of our shared waters and
prioritize people + planet =

APublic health lens calls for a
strategic plannot piecemeal,
with fundingto bring
infrastructurereplacement up to
scale

ASupport for 70,000 drinking
water filters in the interim



Thank you!

Brenda Coley Kirsten Shead
CoExecutive Director CoExecutive Director

bcoley@milwaukeewatercommons.org  kshead@milwaukeewatercommons.org
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